
Overview  
The New Leaders Initiative (NLI) identifies, honors, supports and sustains exceptional young environmental 
leaders in North America. Our signature program, the Brower Youth Awards (BYA), is the premiere prize 
for young environmental leaders, ages 13-22, in North America.  
 
In the sixteen years of our program, we have worked with filmmakers to create short films that highlight 
and amplify the incredible stories of these young leaders. For the past 6 years in particular, we have had 
the good fortune to work with a team who has produced short films that most closely represent the work of 
the winners, and our vision. With a full plate, they are now unable to work with us, and we are issuing a call 
for proposals for a film crew to produce the 2015 films, and possibly beyond.   
 

The Details 
Filmmaker will be responsible for:  

• Writing, producing, shooting and editing six broadcast-quality videos approximately 3-4 minutes in 
length each; 

• Working with winners and NLI to identify appropriate interview subjects for videos; 
• Traveling to hometown and/or project site of each winner for interviews/shoots; 
• All expenses related to this production, including cost of travel, crew and equipment (see budget); 
• Providing rough cut of draft of videos to EII for review (see timetable). 
• Finding music for all broadcast rights, to complement the films. 
• Providing graphical elements to tie the stories together. 
• Providing data DVDs with quicktime .mov files and compressed web-ready copies of all six videos to NLI 

(see timetable). 
 

New Leaders Initiative will own the final product and retain all rights to use and distribution. Additional b-
roll footage should also be available to NLI on an as needed basis.  
 

Timeline + Budget 
Deadline for Film Production Proposal Submissions: April 30, 2015 (Submissions reviewed on rolling basis. 
Early submissions encouraged)  
Final Decision on Production Proposals: May 15th 

Filmmakers notified about 2015 film destinations & stories: July 1, 2015 
Filming July-August-September 
Rough-cut of films to NLI Office by September 28, 2015 
Final Copy Due: October 13,  2015 
 
Budget for entire scope of work, including all elements outlined above, not to exceed $32,000.  
 

What We’re Looking For 
• Short films which focus on the leadership journey of the young winner, via their environmental project or 

campaign.  
• Visually interesting opportunities to showcase the personality and work of the winners in their respective 

environments.  
• Fresh ideas on telling youth activist stories; incorporation of graphics and/or animation a plus.  
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What We’re Looking For (continued) 
• Films should incorporate some details on core accomplishments of winner, and where relevant, a 

personal anecdote about how the winner came to do the work, and a testimonial or two of those 
involved in the work. It should be noted that some projects are not necessarily “neat”, time-bound 
endeavors and may span over several years of activism and campaigning.  

• A willingness to work on an iterative process with New Leaders Initiative staff on crafting story; NLI staff 
will provide access to winners’ applications, suggestions for interview subjects, and production notes 
with film message suggestions.  

• Films should have a “timeless” quality to them. They will be screened and utilized well past the year of 
award.  

• Preference for filmmakers who have worked with young activists and/or leaders. 
• Positive rapport and frequent communication is a must. Awardees have varying comfort levels with being 

filmed, and we rely on our filmmakers to support winners to tell the best story possible. 
 

How We Utilize Brower Youth Award Films 
The films are screened publicly for the first time at the annual Brower Youth Awards Ceremony held in 
October in San Francisco to an audience of 900+ attendees, comprised of both young people and 
seasoned activists and supporters.  
 
Each Brower Youth Award winner is given a copy of their film and encouraged to incorporate it in to their 
individual resumes and websites. The Wild and Scenic Film Festival showcase our films each year, along 
with a number of other environmental film programs. Natural Heroes, a nationally syndicated PBS 
environmental education show, also broadcasts the films. Previously, our films appeared as interstitials on 
The Sundance Channel.  
 
In addition, the films are distributed to schools and universities around the globe by our partners The Video 
Project and are posted on our website and shared with other content partners. We welcome ideas for 
distribution and want the stories of these young activists to be disseminated far and wide.  
 

Why Work With Us 
 The Brower Youth Awards program is entering its 16th year, and is widely recognized as the premiere 
environmental prize for young people in North America. The films are viewed by a diverse array of young 
people and adults, and are an integral aspect of our awards package and ceremony. For the past three 
years, our films have garnered California Emmy Awards and nominations. Our previous filmmakers are 
available and interested in passing on their production ideas to a new crew, from our positive long working 
relationship.  
 

Proposals must include 
• Proposed treatment and approach to short films.  
• Samples of relevant, current work.  
• Professional references. 
• Agreement with timeline, budget, and deliverable criteria.  
• Any questions regarding the proposal or film making process.   
• Please submit all documents electronically to Anisha Desai, Anisha@earthisland.org.  


